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Yellow Head, who was mnoted for his great courage,
instantly obeyed the call, and throwing himself behind a
pine tree, he shot down the Dakota who had caught up
with him, and was almost despatching his comrade. The
fallen warrior was dressed in a white shirt, wore a silver
medal on his breast, and silver ornaments on his arms.
He carried nothing but a spear in his hand, denoting him
to be a chief, and the leader of the Dakota war party. He
was the uncle of the boy who had just been dispatched,
which accounts for the eagerness with which he pursued
the Ojibway warrior, keeping so close to his back that his
warriors dared not discharge their fire-arms, for fear of
hitting him.

The moment the Dakota leader fell, his fellows took
cover behind the trees, and Yellow Head, having saved
his comrade, who now stood panting by his side, called on
his people, *if they were men, to turn and follow his ex-
ample.” But ten out of the twenty-five were brave enough
to obey his call, and these, taking cover behind trees and
bushes, fought by his side all day. Though the Dakotas
ten times outnumbered them, the Ojibways caused them to
retreat at nightfall, leaving seven of their warriors dead on
the field. The Ojibways lost but three men, besides the
scout who had been killed by the ambuscade. Some days
after the fight, the Ojibways discovered a number of bodies
which the enemy, to conceal their loss, had hid in a swamp
adjacent to the battle-field.

The Dakotas, in their occasional “ peace makings” with
the Ojibways, have generally accorded to them the art of
being the best fighters in a thicket or forest, while they
claim an equal superiority on the open prairie, being
swifter of foot, and better dodgers. The Ojibways claim,
also, that they fight with cooler courage than the Dako-
tas, and that they never throw away their ammunition ;
and from the general results of their numerous rencontres,



